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Henry VIII is dead and Elizabeth is at the court of her brother Edward VI. Tainted by the twin strains

of illegitimacy and heresy, she meets and falls in love with Robert Dudley, himself almost ruined by

rumours of treason and unfortunately married. When his wife dies in suspicious circumstances the

way is clear for him to marry again. But can Elizabeth the Queen, beset on all sides by demands to

marry for the benefit of England, follow her heart? And will Robert remain loyal and wait for her or

find another to share his life?
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This is a lovely rendering of the romance between Queen Elizabeth I and Robert Dudley, Earl of

Leicester. Woven into the story are gorgeous passages describing the elegance and pageantry of

the Elizabethan court. The Earl himself is perhaps the most impressive aspect of the book. Although

he devotedly serves his demanding queen, he is never less than thoroughly masculine, virile and

dominant, a charismatic figure who unsurprisingly commands Elizabeth's love. Engrossing and

satisfying.

I found this to be a very brave book. Like many lovers of history, I bought into the idea of the

mythological Elizabeth: a genius who never missed a step. This book shows her to be a real woman



with real flaws, one who made mistakes and have to grow into her monarchy. The treatment of Amy

Dudley and her role was also very interesting and offered a better explanation for their marriage

than any I have read. Although I preferred "In the Midst of Madness" this was a good read and had

some great moments. "The last Tudor girl" conversation gave me goosebumps!

I was very disappointed with alleged conclusion of the book. I feel like there will be a book four.

Especially with the knowledge of what happens in the aftermath of the marriage between Lettice

and Robert.
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